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It is a beautiful summer day and as I am writing this, the noise of construction across the road at the new  

Cumberland Farms is filling the neighborhood with a cacophony of sounds. Out on the lawn near the ramp a tent 

has been set up where every Thursday youth on probation are invited to a barbecue hosted by the teen probation 

officers and supported by the Department of Corrections and St. George’s. Many of us made some mistakes when 

we were young and these young people are trying to turn their lives around. Just as Jesus sometimes ate with those 

whom society found unworthy, these young people and sometimes their families, come for the weekly check-in, are 

fed and encouraged to stay the course.  Hospitality at St. George’s comes in many forms from Sunday mornings,  

to 8 AA and 2 NA meetings, the Lion’s Club, the Teen Probation Barbecue and folks in need. In the summer we 

worship at 9:00am and on Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm with “Sundaes on Tuesdays.” A reminder that the church is 

to always have the welcome sign out for all of God’s people.  

 

Spring time was very busy and so we try and slow down a bit to get geared up for the fall. We have been blessed to 

have Terri Marriott teach Sunday School for the past two years. Sarah Castle will pick up the mantle and be our 

new Sunday School teacher. Sarah is a school teacher in Sanford and has volunteered with our KIDS Supper Club 

this year. Hannah, Magen, Kennedie and Allie will be off to Bishopswood in a few weeks and campers will have  

a chance to use paddle boards of which our own St. Mary’s Women’s Group contributed $600 to support the  

purchasing of the paddle boards. Dr. Gold is recuperating from hip surgery and we have been trying out a few new 

hymns using more contemporary lyrics and music while he is gone. Please see the neat article on choir member  

research on page 2 of the newsletter. We should have a run on members after reading this report and you don’t have 

to be older to join. 

 

Summer should be, for all of us, a time for longer days and hopefully a slower pace. Savoring the fruits of our  

gardens, enjoying the sounds of birds singing, flowers dotting the landscape with beautiful colors and the  

celebrations with family and friends will hopefully fill our days. God’s creation whether on the mountains, at the 

seashore, along a winding brook or just picking fresh produce from the garden, is all pure gift so be mindful of  

these blessings. You too are a blessing and may we always be grateful for those who accompany us on this earthly 

journey. 

 

  Love, Susan+ 
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The Benefits of Being a Choir Member Are Amazing 
Join now and live into a happier, healthier life style and have fun 

of course.  (From The Reader’s Digest,  May 2017, page 82) “A 

U.S. study of 166 older adults revealed that those who joined  

a choir were in better health, used less medication, were less 

lonely, and had fewer falls after a year than similar group of  

non - singers. This could be due to the effect that singing has on 

breathing, as well as emotional benefits of creating harmony with 

a group. Another small study out of Sweden found that when choir 

members sang in unison, their heart rates slowed down, eventually 

synchronized, which may have long - term benefits for both  

cardiovascular and mental health.” SO… join Dr. Gold and the 

St. George’s choir, your health will improve and you will make a  

beautiful sound for the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Journey of One of Our Kids  

From Our KIDS SUPPER CLUB  
In the fall of 2012 Magen Letourneau, a third grader, came  to us with others 

from the Emerson School. She would participate actively for 4 years learning 

how to be a team member, how to cook, bake, serve, clean-up, plan meals, do 

arts and crafts and develop leadership and communication skills. During that 

time she also attended Camp Bishopswood every summer for a week supported 

by St. George’s. This past school year as a seventh grader, she served as a Jr. 

Mentor helping the new third graders. For those of you who volunteered during 

her time with us, you know the progress she made and the confidence she now  

portrays. This past spring I was invited by Magen and her Mom to the Jr. High 

for an awards banquet. What an awesome night. As her peers names were 

called, Magen cheered and clapped for her classmates. Then her name was 

called three times and she was commended by her teachers for Leadership, the 

highest GPA in the 7th grade and for Community Service. She gave 56 hours  

of her time as a Jr. Mentor at our KIDS SUPPER CLUB. Magen has blossomed 

into a scholar who has plans to attend MIT when she graduates. She excels in 

science, plays in the school band, is an active member of the JMG program and 

she loves Japanese art and cuisine. This is only one story among many of our 

KIDS from the neighborhood who have benefitted from our ministries. 
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 At the Crossroads  

 
The Rev. Wanda Thompson will officially retire on September 10th from active  ministry as a deacon, after  

serving in the Aroostook Cluster, St. Luke’s Cathedral and here at St. George’s. We will celebrate her ministry at 

one service at 10:00am followed by our parish picnic. 

 

Congratulations to Dennis Allard and Judy Lathrop who were married at St. George’s on May 20th.  

 

Congratulations to David Higgins and Cody McFarland College Grads and Tony Abbiati High School Grad.  

 

Congratulations to Misty and Freddie Fortunato on the birth of their daughter, Autumn Rose  

 

  Important Dates  

 
August 5th - Jumble Sale 9:00am - 2:00pm 

 

September 10th - Sunday, one service at 10:00am celebrating Rev. Wanda Thompson’s ministry followed by our  

parish picnic. 

 

September 17th -  We return to regular Sunday times of 8:00am and 10:00am services. Sunday School begins. 

 

September 29th and 30th - Clothing Sale 

 

October 9th -  5th Annual Communities Care Day (Gently used and clean blankets are always a crowd pleaser). 

More details on this event later. 

 

October 28th - Diocesan Convention 

 

November 4th - Fall Fair 9:00am - 2:00pm 

 

November 26th - Annual Meeting Part I 

 

 

 

“Picking up the Pieces” at the Women’s Prison Center in Windham Maine  
Every Wednesday Rev. Susan travels to Windham to facilitate a 7 week class on the topic of grief and its  

application to women who are incarcerated. The hope is that what they learn in this class will help them to stay out 

of prison after they are released. St. George’s supports this ministry by providing the books. Since the spring there 

have been 2 classes with 10 women in each. Restorative Justice requires that we as Christians believe that a person 

can change, can be restored to the community and thrive. Prisoners are younger and younger, many of them with 

young children. Close to 100 women have taken advantage of this class since 2013. Please continue to pray for 

these women. “When I was in prison you visited me. “ Matt. 25:36  
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Special Prayers and Blessings  

 is a Tradition at St. George’s 
Every Sunday parishioners celebrating birthday and anniversaries 

come up as the congregation prays especially for them. Recently, 

George and Mary Driscoll celebrated 68 years of marriage.  

Baptized, confirmed and married at St. George’s, George, the local 

fire chief for years, and Mary, a homemaker and office manager, 

raised three children, all of whom worship at St. George’s. We  

are so blessed to have them and so many others who witness  

faithfulness and a commitment to marriage and family.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIDS CLUB Family Night                                                                                                                                                                                
St. George’s provided ice cream sundaes for 150 parents and kids. We are sad to report that this wonderful after 

school program that serves over 200 children in grades 2-6 has been discontinued due to lack of  federal  funding 

from the 21st Century Grant.  We have been an active community partner for over 5 years. 

 

KIDS SUPPER CLUB  
We celebrated the KIDS SUPPER CLUB end of the year dinner gathering with families. Our third graders prepared 

a feast of vegetarian lasagna, chicken alfredo and homemade meatballs, pasta, bread, salad and brownie sundaes. 

We are looking forward to these chefs joining us again next year. Here they are proudly holding their certificates.    


